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National Conservation Lands

15% of the lands managed by the BLM are within 
the National Conservation Lands portfolio. 
Monuments and national conservation areas 
account for about 5% of the total acres of public 
lands managed by the BLM.

The National Conservation Lands receive more 
than 10.6 million visitors annually. Visitors enjoy 
the various recreation opportunities provided on 
these lands,  both front and backcountry 
experiences. 

The National Conservation Lands provide 
opportunities for traditional uses, such as 
hunting, gathering and fishing, while balancing 
conservation and multiple uses. 

The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM’s) National 
Conservation Lands are one of America’s most 
unique systems of conservation. These lands contain 
some of the West’s most spectacular landscapes and 
provide unparalleled recreational and economic 
opportunities for all. 

The National Conservation Lands include 901 units 
covering approximately 35 million acres designated by 
Congress and the President to conserve special 
features, from winding rivers to mountain vistas. The 
National Conservation Lands units are comprised of 
national monuments, national conservation areas, 
wilderness areas, wilderness study areas,

wild and scenic rivers, national scenic and historic 
trails, and conservation lands of the California desert.

The National Conservation Lands offer the American 
people exceptional opportunities for hunting, solitude, 
wildlife viewing, fishing, history exploration, scientific 
research, and a wide range of traditional uses. The 
BLM manages these public lands for the benefit of 
present and future generations, supporting 
conservation as a part of the BLM’s multiple-use and 
sustained yield mission. These landscapes respect the 
ties that native and local communities have to public 
lands, as well as welcome diverse interests and uses.

KEY FACTS
Conservation lands of the 
California desert: 4.2 million acres

National monuments:
28 units 

(9,568,555 acres)

National conservation areas 
and similar designations:

23 units 
(4,161,570 acres) 

Wilderness areas:
260 

(10,003,216 acres)

Wilderness study areas:
491 

(11,616,634 acres)

Wild and scenic rivers: 81 (2,699 miles)

National scenic and historic trails: 18 (5,763 miles)

Crooked Wild and Scenic River in Oregon Paria Canyon-Vermilion Cliffs Wilderness 
Area in Arizona

BY THE NUMBERS

Upper Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument in Montana

cfschmidt
Cross-Out



Steese

FLO
R

ID
AJupiterInlet

Esri,G
arm

in,G
E

BC
O

,N
O

A
A

N
G

D
C

,and
othercontributors

N
ational Scenic and H

istoric Trails

W
ild and Scenic Rivers

W
ilderness

W
ilderness Study Area

N
ational Conservation Area and 

Sim
ilar

N
ational M

onum
ent

BLM
 land

M
cInnis Canyons

El M
alpais

Snake River 
Birds of Prey

Dom
inguez-Escalante

Fort Stanton-Snow
y 

River Cave

  Black Rock 
  Desert-H

igh 
   Rock Canyon

G
unnison

 

Jupiter Inlet

Piedras Blancas

Yaquina H
ead

Steens M
ountain

H
eadw

aters

Las 
Cienegas

King Range

Red 
Cliffs

G
ila Box 

Riparian

Sloan
Canyon

Red 
Rock

San Pedro 
Riparian

John W
esley Pow

ell

Alabam
a 

H
ills

Pom
peys Pillar

Cascade-Siskiyou

Río G
rande del N

orte

G
rand Canyon-

Parashant

Craters of
 the M

oon

Carrizo Plain

San Juan Islands

Kasha-Katuw
e 

Tent Rocks

Verm
ilion Cliffs

O
rgan M

ountains-
Desert Peaks

U
pper M

issouri River Breaks

Sonoran
 Desert

Fort O
rd

G
rand Staircase-

Escalante

Canyons of 
the Ancients

Ironw
ood 
Forest

Prehistoric
Trackw

ays

 Beaver 
 Dam W

ash

Brow
ns Canyon

G
old 

  Butte

M
ojave 

Trails

Bears 
Ears

Agua Fria

Berryessa
  Snow

 M
ountain

Sand to Snow

Basin and Range

Santa Rosa-San 
Jacinto M

ountains

Jurassic

California    Coastal

 California   

 Coastal

W
YO

M
IN

G

CALIFO
RN

IA

N
EVADA

U
TAH M

O
N

TAN
A

N
O

RTH
 DAKO

TA

N
EBRASKA

ARIZO
N

A

O
REG

O
N

SO
U

TH
 DAKO

TA

IDAH
O

W
ASH

IN
G

TO
N

CO
LO

RADO

N
EW

 M
EXICO

FLO
RIDA

ALASKA

Bureau of Land M
anagem

ent
N

ational Conservation Lands 

G
orge




